Interview of George Barta — 8/24/00
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INTERVIEW SUMMARY
Witness: George Barta, (age 43) Operation Specialist Lead, Carlsbad
Complex
- Time and Date
of Interview: 1:00 PM, August 24, 2000
Location: Room 121, Dept. of Energy Building, Carisbad, New Mexico
Investigators: Chuck |, Erig Sager
Accident: El Paso a@l Ga Companyﬁupture and Fire Near

Carlsbad, New Mexico (August 19, 2000)
Digest:

Mr. Barta answered questions from Safety Board PH operations and human
performance investigators. Also present were Mr. Robert Rojas, Ms—NerneBuntr,and
Mr. Clovis McArthur who attended as Mr. Barta's representative. Mr. Barta was asked
about his work background with El Paso Natural Gas; and his actions on August 19 at
the Pecos River station and fire. :

'Mr. Barta stated that he had been employed by El Paso Natural Gas for 24
years. He described his company experience primarily as working with mechanical
maintenance. He said that he has been in his present job for four years. He indicated
that he reports to Mr. John R. Cole and this job is considered a supervisory [position].
Mr. Barta said that twelve persons report to him: five are control technicians who work
with electrical instrumentation and seven are operating specialists. His office is in
Carlsbad.

Mr. Barta stated that he Is responsiblefor four transmission plants: Pecos River,
v!_ .. DOT Washington Ranch, Gresham anid Guada/upe. He described his job as keeping the
“'"“““""“‘3 stations operating reliablyfscheduling work and overseeing plant maintenance. He also
squlatontapiiane performs minor mainten . He explained that if a turbine tripped, he would be
+ 4he pPlants, responsible fon A "% the problem w@3s and tor restart‘m“zf'ﬂgsat
eavy maintenance for the stations is handled by the company's maintenance group.

Jvevseeing e opertt®n My Barta said that on August 19 ke-bscame-aware-of-a-provier vhen Mr. Abigt
—ciah&ts who [controller] at the gas control group [system control center] in El Paso called him at

P home on the telephone. The controller told him that two turbines had tripped off line at
Pecos Rivsﬁlgtion. Mr. Barta checked his wrist watch and noted the time of the call
was 0520: recalled that he told Mr. Abigt he would contact some control persons
and go see what the problem was. He-said-that-Mr-Abigt-did-net-give-him 2oy
instructions. -‘Mr-Barta-explained-thatit-was-up-te-him-te-decide-what-te-do—He called
two employees, Jose Sanchez (a control technician who was carrying the pager for that
weekend) ‘ :
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Shiple "" OPPf ‘
and Fred Shippley (tze-opsasator & Pecos River station) and told them to go to the
Pecos River station. Mr. Barta said that as he was getting dressed to go to the station,
Mr. Abigt called him back (at about 0530). Mr. Abigt told Mr. Barta that there might be a
problem and a blowout at the Pecos River station. Mr. Barta indicated that he told Mr.
Abigt to hold on a second and he went to his back door to look in the direction of the
station. He saw fire, returned to the telephone and told Mr. Abigt there was a fire.
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Mr. Barta said as he was driving to the station he could see the glow of the fire at
the river. He also recalled hearing Larry Charlet and Henry Salgado talking on the radio
but did not remember what they were talklng about.

w\\'«leﬁwwmt he believed he was the first gas company employee to arrive

at the ¥25 Road entrapgg.gate to the Pecos Rlver statlon He said the
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uisde thepla~t | oving Fire Department was waititi&fifereerm . He said that

1e on Whiledhora ho themydrove by hlmsejdeuwh&etetleﬁ and saw that the AC service was off -

4. because the station lights were off). He estimated that he arrived at the station at
about 0610. He explained that when the AC service was lost, DC auxiliary power was
supposed to come on automatically and operate the turbine cool down pumps (for the

Y turbine bearings). Mr. Barta recalled h|s ﬁrst actlo the station was to go into the

d’ levret control room and check the DCTpowWsE £‘ i ab

2

ard the cool down pumps had come on. He |nd|cated that he understood t e statu?@es,,s
station soon after his arriyaL.and that the ESDs [emergency shutdowné’ a i detected *‘\:
. asceciated reblowdat— He also said that helfollewed stamiard-emergency tuvR an L
a meeMe to vent all gas and take all electricity from the station. ﬁh otet "f : ‘.e

mh iy me’ ~

e Shiple .
e ES DOS’S y He said that Mr. Sanchez and Mr. Shl’-eé?ey‘/arrived and they checked the rest of
ored PP e station together determining that everything was okay r. Barta recalled

telling them, "let's run over to the 3191 [is this the 6 3/4 vaf et} 1o see if everything is

okay." They crossed the road (not more than 500 yards) Hs-this-White- HormRoador

anathersoad? and looked over the 3191 line.

Mr. Barta said that he wanted to make sure the [3191] valve was closed because he I

was trying to isolate the South Carlsbad station from the Pecos River, station. The Sl ! e Y
b'i’;":&‘ alve islocated osdsuleqn‘l‘ Yence on EPANG'S *‘“7“‘ of “‘“)’J ust

ocos uer
He said that he expected the valve to be closed use if there was an

overpressure on the line, it would have eleeeé[autema&eally e noted that the valve
- Was open and concluded that there was\no overpressure.
et o § G me AR Y, fetme v . ereé *ke bl’effﬂ‘“u'e VPT \L(‘L‘O/V
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He said although one person could have closed the valve by himself, the three
gas company employees worked two at a time through the full closure. He estimated
that it took between 1 and 1 1/2 minutes to close the valve. He explained that under

- "lormal circumstances this took 1 1/2 minutes. Mr. Barta said that the valve operated
mtisfactorly sat:sfamﬂ(me) and they did not need to "break" the valve with a lever before the wheel
turned. When they finished closing the valve (at 0615 or 0617), Mr. Barta called the
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control center on his cell phone and reported that the valve was closed. He assured

investigators that all of his communication with the control center was by cell phone. e

: whiteshora id
Mr. Barta said that he sent Mr. Sanchez and Mr. Ssrnjeg!’ex back to the-gate [en
White-Hern-Read} to tell the fire department personnel to 25mes’ He said that he could

hear Larry Charlet and Henry Salgado on the radio and he knew that they were at the

accident site. He said that he called Larry Charlet on the radio and asked if there was

anything more [he and his two coworkers] should do, and Mr. Charlet said no.

Mr. Barta said that he was familiar with the 3191 valve they closed because
4

vedoy occasionally he had accompanied service employees when they perfonmg\d@
,‘:i‘io‘:é(%“ mai ncefon the valve regulators. He also said that during his first year at this
Y etibn complex he had been through a simulation for a blowout on the South Carlsbad line [i.e.,
P ' the same line,] where the line crossed the Black River Village.
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He called the control center to ask if anyone had taken South Carlsbad”off line
and he was told field services people were en route to take it off line. He did not know
who the field services persons were that were sent to the station.

Mr. Barta told Mr. Sanchez and Mr. Shippley to stay at the entrance to the
station "to be on standby" and to help with any crowd control. He told them not to let
anyone into the site of the fire who did not need to be there. When Mr. Barta was
questioned about why the fire department vehicles were prevented from proceeding
past the station area to the fire, he answered [they were stopped because] the heavy
trucks would have gotten stuck in the sand.-
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Mr. Barta said he then drove from the station by himself to the/ drive-over. ..
(wncrﬁg bridge at the river with the intention of@ssictng & S AFRETLpETS . provdin
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—¥When ha.saw there were survivors, he came back ¢ ©® vehgse tane

personnel we @) g and directed an ambulance down to the site.

He remained at the site until about 3:00 PM that afternoon. He indicated that
through the afternoon, he helped EMTs, assisted fire department personnel and directed
some vehicle traffic.

End Interview A _ | |

_ Mr Barta indlicated that one \qu_r ukee\
t‘riu'e Live Yrue ond 4 COMP‘-“\ Jour wheel
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